Microbial degradation of phthalate esters.
Nocardia erythropolis rapidly degrades phthalate esters. Phthalate esters were efficiently removed from wastewater by inoculating cells of N. erythropolis into activated sludge. A fluorescent antibody technique was successfully applied for tracing the specified microorganism in a mixed culture system. The metabolic pathway was investigated and enzymes were purified.